Benjamin Syms Middle School

7th Grade Mathematics - Course II and Course II Honors Syllabus

2016 - 2017 School Year 

Teacher: Ms. Courtney Pauls – cpauls@hampton.k12.va.us
_________________________________________________________________________________________
School Address: 170 Fox Hill Road, Hampton, VA 23669 


School Phone: 757-848-3110
Course Description:

The seventh-grade standards continue to emphasize the foundations of algebra. Students who successfully complete the seventh-grade standards should be prepared to study Algebra I in grade eight. Topics in grade seven include proportional reasoning, integer computation, solving two-step linear equations, and recognizing different representations for relationships. Students will apply the properties of real numbers in solving equations, solve inequalities, and use data analysis techniques to make inferences, conjectures, and predictions. While learning mathematics, students will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate technology such as calculators, computers, and spreadsheets. However, facility in the use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s understanding of quantitative concepts and relationships or for proficiency in basic computations. Students will also identify real-life applications of the mathematical principles they are learning and apply these to science and other disciplines they are studying. Mathematics has its own language, and the acquisition of specialized vocabulary and language patterns is crucial to a student’s understanding and appreciation of the subject. Students should be encouraged to use correctly the concepts, skills, symbols, and vocabulary identified in the following set of standards. Problem solving has been integrated throughout the six content strands. The development of problem solving skills should be a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. Instruction in the process of problem solving will need to be integrated early and continuously into each student’s mathematics education. Students must be helped to develop a wide range of skills and strategies for solving a variety of problem types.

Materials/Supplies: Students are required to bring the following items to class every day:

· Pencils (work completed in pen WILL NOT be graded)
· 2”, 3-ring binder 
· Notebook paper

· iPad (fully charged)
· Hand held pencil sharpener (optional)
Rules & Expectations

Students are expected to come to class everyday prepared and ready to learn with a positive attitude. Students are required to act in a behavior conducive to learning, according to Hampton City Schools Code of Conduct, and those rules established by Syms Middle School. If students are not able to follow the rules, they will be disciplined according to the steps and procedures detailed in the Student Handbook. More specifically, disrespect of ANY kind will NOT be tolerated!
Grading & Evaluation
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Warm ups: There will be a warm up activity every day at the beginning of class. Occasionally, warm ups will be collected and graded.
Homework: Students may receive homework Monday-Thursday to enforce key math concepts. Students are expected to complete and turn in all homework in a timely manner. Homework is usually due the next day, unless otherwise specified by the teacher. In most cases, homework will be graded on effort and completion. Late homework will not be accepted unless you have an excused absence. 
Requirements for Assignments: All assignments, including homework, are to be completes in pencil. Work done in pen will result in no credit. This is a math class and as such all work will be shown. Calculator use will be limited. 
Quizzes/Tests:  Quizzes will be given often. There will be quizzes on new material as well as quizzes on the review material in warm ups. Tests will be broader in scope and cover more material, testing will occur at least twice each nine weeks. Talking or cheating during a quiz/test is NOT allowed. If a student is found doing such things, he/she will receive a ZERO on the test and CANNOT make up the test.

Make-Up Work

It is the responsibility of the student to see the teacher for the work missed during an absence. 
Tutoring
Tutoring will be available at designated times during the school year. Tutoring is a privilege, and the teacher reserves the right to ask students not to stay, based on their effort and behavior. 
Food/Candy/Electronic Policy: Food, candy, and Non- Hampton City Schools distributed electronics are not allowed in class as per the Hampton City Schools Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 

(Please sign, complete, and return this portion)

· I acknowledge that I have read and received a copy of 7th Grade Math Course II Syllabus. 
· I will govern myself according to these rules, procedures, and expectations. 
· I will assist my child/guardian in meeting these expectations.

_____________________________________

Student Name

_____________________________________ ________________________ 
Student Signature 



   Date

_____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name

_____________________________________ ________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 

   Date

_____________________________________ ____________________________________
Parent Telephone Number(s)

   Email Address
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the course syllabus, please contact Ms. Pauls. You may also set up an appointment for a conference at the school number: (757) 850-5050.
